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1-Where does Afghanistan place on the hierarchy of concerns in your country’s foreign policy – of grave concern, of secondary concern etc.?

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic makes clear Iran’s preferences in foreign policy. Four groups of countries are ranked in preference: (1) Iran’s neighbors; (2) Muslim countries; (3) Third World countries; and (4) countries that furnish political, economic, social and/or military needs of Iran. This is interesting that Afghanistan covers all four preferences.
On a general level, Iran’s policies have stressed its subsystems economic and security needs.  In this regard, there have been parallel and overlapping bilateral and multilateral initiatives to secure Iran’s interests in Persian Gulf and great Central Asia. To illustrate, Iran’s interactions with the Persian Gulf states have been of a bilateral nature (e.g., with Qatar and Saudi Arabia).
 In Greater Central Asia and specifically with Afghanistan on the other hand, Iran has preferred multilateral cooperation through the Economic Cooperation Council (ECO). While Iran has entered cooperative security relations with certain GCC states, its ECO policy remains economically driven.

2-What are the principal contending views within your nation’s foreign policy community in regard to what should be done to deal with the Afghanistan problem?

1-Regionalist Approach: encourage more trade and exchange of human resources. This scenario is supported by President Khatami and and Ahmadi Nejad.
At the Bonn Conference on Afghanistan in November–December 2001, Iran under President Mohammad Khatami played a cooperative and constructive role, and in 2003, via the Swiss ambassador to Iran, a proposal was conveyed to the United States for a “grand bargain” to settle outstanding issues between Washington and Tehran. The Ahmadi Nejad Government also looks at Afghanistan as an opportunity to expand Iran’s regional foreign policy. Also a new cooperation organization among three Persian language states, Iran, Tajikistan and Afghanistan. Ahmadi Nejad also looks to Afghanistan as a new corridor to China. A new route which China also is following to reduce its dependence to choke points like Strait of Hormuz and Malacca Strait and more energy interaction with Central Asian and Caspian Sea states. 

Iran has a significant interest in the emergence of a stable Afghanistan and has no strategic interest in the reappearance of the Taliban as a significant force. Iran has also supported a rail link between eastern Iran and western Afghanistan that in the long run could foster the development of an integrated mass-transport system connecting South Asia to Europe by land.
2-Marsh Approach: Former President Rafsanjani follows this scenario: To be very cautious on Afghanistan affairs. This country is like a Pandora box with huge ethnic instability and lack of development. With an alarming domestic drug abuse problem, Iranian police are actively involved in counternarcotics activities on the Afghanistan-Iran border. 

3-Hirmand Approach: Iran signed an agreement with Afghanistan on the portion of Hirmand River waters in 1976, but recent years because of drought and use of Hirmand waters at the cities along the river, Afghanistan refused to send 11 of 27th portion of water to Iranian part and for this reason Hamoun Lake in Iran’s Sistan province is dried. Some elite in Iran believe Iran must be solved the problem by force. It means that Afghanistan is a controversial issue and it would be better to deal it by security approaches. 
3-What is the most favored and the least favored outcome of the Afghan issue, looking out five to ten years, from the point of view of your country’s interests and foreign policy leadership?

1-A multiethnic country with secular government is the best for Iran. Minorities like Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks and religiously Shiites in Afghanistan are historical and natural allies of Iran and a secular government means less pashtun and Sunni dominated government. At the same time an independent government with democratic values has the better relations with Iran because of the geopolitical and strategic situation of Iran in this part of the world. Iran will encourage the independent government in Afghanistan to be more active in Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), OIC and SCO. 
2-Return of extremists like Taliban to the power: Iran was the first country to taste the viciousness of the Taliban. Iran's nightmare with Afghanistan began when the Taliban came to power in 1996, as they were notorious for their hostility towards the Shi'ite Muslims. 
As if that was not enough to arouse the anger of the Iranians, the Taliban killed nine Iranian diplomats and a journalist and held captive 50 other Iranian nationals. A war between the two countries was averted in September 1999 when the Taliban yielded to the threat of war from the Iranians and to pressure from the UN and returned the bodies of the murdered Iranians and sent the captive Iranians home.

3-The realistic approach would be the government with pashtun majority but with elements from Tajiks, Uzbiks and others. The situation during Mr. Karzai is not the best but acceptable for Iran because of limited freedom, involvement of minorities in the government, relatively safe borders, and lack of threats from Pashtuns against Hazaras and Tajiks.
4-Has the analytic community in your country identified any new approaches that you think might be promising?
-Political observers in Iran are thinking to rent a port in Oman Sea to Afghan government with keeping Iran’s sovereignty over it.
-Iranian Port of Chabahar and facilities in Gulf of Guader, both in Oman Sea, can play the key role of trade between Afghanistan and rest of the world.

-Education of high decision makers and managers of Afghanistan in Iran with regards to common language.
-War against drug and drug trafficking
- Some elite in Iran believe the international community needs to engage broader regional players to invest in Afghanistan’s success. Afghanistan’s neighbors and other regional actors need to join in a shared vision for Afghanistan based on the principle that Afghanistan and the region cannot provide safe havens for extremists and their supporters.

-Afghanistan also is observed in Iran as part of a hub of energy around Iran by feeding oil and gas to pipelines from countries like Iran, Qatar, Turkmenistan, and Afghanistan and sending energy to consumers like EU, Turkey, China and India.
-It is worth highlighting that Iran’s role in Afghanistan has not been remotely as destabilizing as Pakistan’s, although there is some scenarios that Iran may have contact Afghan opposition both to keep the United States tied down in Afghanistan and to demonstrate what Iran could do if it were attacked by the United States. Iran is an integral element of Afghanistan’s region and is in a position to block any broad regional settlement that it sees as detrimental to its interests. For this reason, some regularization of U.S.-Iranian relations is vitally important, perhaps along the lines of a policy of selective partnership on an evolving range of issues.
